	Senior Infants                                                    Grow in Love                                                               Term 3

	Theme
	Lesson
	Learning Objective
	Faith Formation Goal
	Story/Poem
	Scripture
	Song
	Prayer

	8. The Church
	1. A place to gather
	Understanding:
· Identify and name their local parish church
Communicating and Participating:
· Discuss the purpose of the church

· Tell the story ‘A House of Prayer’ in their own words, according to their own ability
	That the children would also:
· Show respect for the church as a place of prayer and celebration

· Develop a sense of belonging to the local Catholic Church community
	A House of Prayer (adapted, 

1 Kings 6)
	Soloman Builds the Temple, 

1 Kings 6
	The Church
	Glory Be to the Father

	8.The Church


	2. A place of prayer
	Understanding:
· Name some ways of showing respect for the church building

· Be able to genuflect
Communicating and Participating:
· Discuss the ways in which the paschal candle is different to other candles
· Participate in a prayer service in the church
	That the children would also:
· Develop an attitude of reverance for the church building
	
	
	The Church
	Loving God,
Bless all of us.  Bless our home and our families.  Amen.
Prayer Service 

	9. Baptism 
	1. A baby's Baptism 
	Understanding:
· Explain what happens at a Baptism

· Name the baptismal font and the paschal candle as two objects in the church that remind us of Baptism
Communicating and Participating:
· Talk about their own Baptism using a photograph as a visual aid
	That the children would also:
· Begin to appreciate that they belong to God’s family through Baptism

· Respect the church as a place of prayer and

Celebration


	The Baby is Baptised
	
	Baptism Song
	Morning Prayer

	Theme
	Lesson
	Learning Objective
	Faith Formation Goal
	Story/Poem
	Scripture
	Song
	Prayer

	Seasonal Lesson 
	Mary
	Understanding:
· Select items suitable for inclusion on a May altar

· Identify May as a special month in which to remember Mary, and suggest a variety of ways to do this
Communicating and Participating:
· Create paper flowers for the May altar

· Participate in a prayer service in honour of Mary

	That the children would also:

· Honour Mary, the Mother of Jesus and Our Mother too
	
	
	When Creation Was Begun
	Hail Mary

Prayer Service

	 9. Baptism 
	2. John baptises the people
	Understanding:
· Explore the differences between Baptism in the time of John the Baptist and Baptism today
Communicating and Participating:
· Tell the story of John the Baptist baptising the people in their own words, according to their own ability

· Discuss the things John told the people to do to show their love for God

· Participate in a prayer service on the theme of Baptism

	That the children would also:
·  Be inspired to love God and to live the way God wants them to
	John the Baptist (adapted Luke 3: 2-3; 15-18)
	The Preaching of John the Baptist, Luke 3:2-3; 15-18
	Baptism Song
	Night Prayer

Prayer Service

	Theme
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	Learning Objective
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	Story/Poem
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	Prayer

	10. Grow in Love 


	1. We can grow in love
	Understanding:
· Identify times when they have had difficult choices to make

· Relate the teaching of Jesus to moral dilemmas
Communicating and Participating:
· Discuss the possible outcomes of the story, ‘Stephen and Sandra’, depending on the

decision the character makes

· Engage in moral discussions about making choices based on Jesus’ teaching
	That the children would also:
· Develop a passion for fairness and justice
following Jesus’ example
	Sandra and Stephen –
Part I

Sandra and Stephen –Part II
Jesus Teaches Us
(adapted, Matthew 22:34-40)
	The Great Commandment, Matthew 22:34-40

	
	Our Father

	10. Grow in Love
	2.We continue to grow in love
	Understanding:
· Recall some Bible stories they read during the year

· Identify their favourite story from the Bible
Communicating and Participating:
· Discuss their favourite way to pray based on their experience of prayer this year

· Participate in a prayer service to mark the end of the school year
	That the children would also:
· Recognise God's presence and action in their lives and give thanks
	
	
	Quiet and Still
	Prayer Service


