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In the Church calendar, Easter is a No doubt Pope Francis is askieagch of

movable feast¢ well | am afraid the
timing of my newsletter has proven
also to be a movable fedstt has been
a very busy time over the last few
months in the Vocations Officeso

KSyasS G4KS RSt @
edition!

The two key events that are
preoccupying my mind are the

forthcomming Wérld Day of Prayer for
Vocations (12 of May) and in
particular, the next NationaCome and
SeeVocations Retreat, which will take
place in the seminary in Maynooth the
following weekend. You will read more
about this on the next few pages.

Can | ask &h one of you to do what
you can to promote this event. You
will see fom reading the message from

Pope Francis, that he is encouraging towards Easter.
those discerning a vocation to have the guide you and strengthen you.
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promise.
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us involved in Vocations, despite CONTENTS
having labored all night, to cast out

into the deep water again and to trust | COMEANDISEFL8/19 MAY
in his promise. Promotional Materials

Videos

promotional materials in a format that
is suitable for speading via social media
as wdl as the traditional hard copy
poster in the church. So even if you do
not have a Facebook Page or a Twitter
account, you have a mobile phone with
Whatsapp ¢ and you can send the
posters and videos via WhatsApp,
asking your contacts in turn to forward
the details to their WhatsApp contacts.

VOCATIONS SUNDAYRESOURC

Message from Pope Francis
Homily Help

National Vocation Office
On behalf of Fr. Willie Purcell and LNR aK . Zetefice LJa Q
myself, may | thank you for all your
support and wish you all every blessing
as we enter Holy Week and journey

May the Risen Lord

Fr. Willie Purcell
National Vocations Coordinator

Rev Eric Cooney (Deacpn
Administrator

T:(01) 505 3118

E: eric.cooney@vocations.ie
W: www.vocations.ie

NA & | F2NJ D2RQa
With every blessing Deacon Eric

Come & See

18 / 19 May

The National Office for Vocations are able to prepare and provide these resources for the promotion of vocations dueneriigsdinancial support we receive from the Knights of St. Columbanus.
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Come & See!
VOCATIONS RETREAT .8/ 19 May 2019

A LOOK INTO THE LIFE OF PRIESTHOOD email: info@vocations.ie

Is your life fulfilled?

Perhaps God is calling you
NATIONAL COME ANDESE to be a diocesan priest?

Following the successful National Come and See vocation Come and See
weekend which was run last November, the National Office in

conjunction with the Diocesan Vocation Directors are running "ia

another Comel YR {SS 4SS{SYyR NBGN @ NATIONALVOCATIONS OFFiCE
College in Maynooth on the weekend of 18th and 19th of it

M ay please email: info@vocations.ie or your di
Minimum age requirement is 18 years of age.

This is aimed at men aged 18 and over. All applications will vocations.ie

need to be channelled through the local diocesan vocations
director, so that the Directohas an opportunity to assess the

applicant and make a judgment call whether the person is Is your life fulfilled?
ready or suitable for a Come and See retreat.

Perhaps God is calling you to be

PROMOTIONAL MATERSAL
a diocesan priest?

This year, in addition to producing hard copy posters and i :
formation brochures, it was decidetthat there should be a
greater emphasis on promotion via social media platforms.
To facilitate this, the poster and information sheet are aail
ble as single JPEG images. This will make it far easigo-for u
loading on Social Media platforms, such as Baod, Twitter,

Instagram as well as parish and diocesan websites.

DOUBLE SIDEDHARD COPY OF POSTERS

Another suggestion raised by the vocation directors was that
the posters should be double sided. One side promoting the
G/ 2YS FyR {SS¢ Swthe/raverse\sideaad &
Y2NB 3SySNRO a:20F GA2yaé Lla @ Wowwomes a
rest of the yar. The posters are displayed on the right of this :f;ﬁ?ﬁ?;l'::ﬂ'::ﬂ; PRASSS Ao MO el 2

page. There has been white space left on the bottom, so that
the contact details for the local diocesamcations director e

can be over printed with Microsoft Word, or hand written. VocationS. ie

The National Office for Vocations are able to prepare and provide these resources for the promotion of vocations duenerthesdinancial support we receive from the Knights of St. Columbanus.
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SHORT PROMOTIONADKEOS RTE TELEVISED MASS

It was also suggested that in addition to posters and-br
chures, that the Come and See would be promoted by way d
some short videos. To this end, wave produced the first
one, which is up on YouTub&.ou can view the video on the
following link:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EyW7WaEIuNs&t=01s

It can be found by searching within Yaug with the words
Come and See Maynooth

We are planning a second video, which will feature theitest
monies from a number of young people, who will talk about
the importance of priesthood. Mass for the World Day of Prayer

. . ”
(Vocations Sunday) will be broadcast
WHAT IF .. WHATSAPP by RTE One Television on Sunddy 1
May from the RTE studios in Dgan

In addition to asking as many parishes
and doceses to upload the prom
tional posters and videos on their
websites and Facebook pageswe
need to do more. One possible way
would be to use a platform like RTE will also broadcast the Easter Triduum cereéesofrom

WhatsApp. Almost every adult and the college chapel in Maynooth.
young person has a mobile (Smart Phone) and again almost all

people use WhatsApp.

brook. The principal celebrant and hdist will be Bishop

Donal McKewn. The mass is being coordinated by Sr. Moira
Bergin, National Centre for Liturgy and the National Vocations
Office. For more information seeww.vocationss.ie

Come and Experience the
What if ever Vocations Director sent the priests in theip-di

cese the poster and promotional video ByhatsAppand ECZS te r Trlduum

asked them to forward this to all key members of their parish St Patrick’s College Chapel, Maynooth
(the Pastoral Council members, the Finance Committie iy § o N | =
SVP members, Ministers of the Vdoetc, asking them to fe [y /8 S N e A ‘

ward the messages to their contacts? It would be one way of
reaching people, who may not normally look at the posters on
the notice board in the church.

=
&

= ¥
i.\ HOLY THURSDAY | 18 April 2019

&

This Come and See weekend will previdose attending with B’.,«_‘. 1 GOOD FRIDAY | 19 April 2019

7:30pm ~ Mass of the Lord’s Supper

an opportunity to get a feel for the seminary. They will be i’-"l‘”,, f{' 3:00pm ~ Celebration of the Lord’s Passion

able to share | the prayer and liturgical life of the seminarians / 12 HOLY SATURDAY | 20 April 2019
through the cycle of Morning, Evening and Night Prayer, the 11:00pm ~ The Easter Vigil
celebration of the Eucharist and Adorationtbé Blesses Sa The services on Good Friday and Holy Saturday will be broadcast live on

RTE television and radio
rament. E 1o

o)

The National Office for Vocations are able to prepare and provide these resources for the promotion of vocations duenerthesdinancial support we receive from the Knights of St. Columbanus.
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REPORT FROMTHE OFFICE

DIOCESAN CLERGY.CONFERENCES CONFERENCE ON ACCAMPIENT, DISCHR

MENT & SELE@NIN VALLADOLID, SPAIN
Since the last newsletter, the office has accepted the @vit
tions from Cloyne, Ferns and Kilmore Diocesesaddress
their Clergy Conference on the question of Vocations Rrom
tion. The topics addressed were:

One request that came up at the last meeting of vocation d
rectors, was to have some training on accompaniment and
discernment. By coincidence, the seary in Valladolid are
running a conference on accompaniment, discernment, sele
Reconnecting with Out Priestly Call tion and propaedeutic formation of candidates for the pties
Challenges Facing Vocations Promotion hood.

Creating a Culture of Vocations ¢KS O2yFSNBYOS 6KAOK Aa SyiA
Establishing Parish Based Vocations Teams runs from & to 12" July. In the light of the RatigFundamen-
The feedback from these presentations have been very-postalis Institutionis SacerdotaBsthis conference will help Vae
tive, particularly wiere sufficient time was given for priests to tion Directors and their collabaators explore the first steps of

raise questions from the floor and participate in the congers the formation journey, looking at each stage in detaikn
tion around Vocations Promotion. increasing number of Irish Dioceses are sending their ieand

dates for priethood to Védladolid for Propaedeutic Fo
The Ntional Office is very happy to deliver this presentationmation, so the timig and loation of this conferences very
to other dioceses, to facilitate a dialogue amongsérgy good.

about vocations.
There is a small group of Diocesaocation Directors travé

V== e 0= pllele=< 0o arle)\ b= =60z ling to this course from Ireland. Should you wish to find out
E— : _ _~  more, please emaine (eric.cooney@vaations.iq inthe Na-

tional Vocations @ice

FR.BRETT BRANNENULY2020

Following the very positive feedback w
have received from the vocation dioe
tors about the fomation course that
was led by Fr Brett Brannen and h
team in Knock, weare in dgscussions

The Office arranged a meeting of Diocesan Vocation Directors

in February. The meeting was well attended with over twentyWlth FrBrett about eturning to Ireland

of the directors attending. Some of the key decisions / topic:QEXt July (2020) tadeliver additional

. ) modules.
discussed were:

Decision to run another National Come and See retreat [ aS A SLgRESHOLS SR EEI0] 20 LEES
close proximity to the World Day of Prayer in Maynooth.
Request teexplore possibility of inviting Fr. Brett Brannen
back to deliver mQre f'ormatlon training. . port we receive from The Order
Request for training in th@rea of Accompaniment and Knights of St. Columbanusvhich are

Discernment. used specifically for resources for the

Explore the possibility of a pilgrimage to ARS. promotion of vocations.

The National Vocations Office would
like to acknowledge the financial gu

Fr Tom Surlis (Rectod8PCM) attended and led a good discu
sion on the criteria and application process for seminary.

The National Office for Vocations are able to prepare and provide these resources for the promotion of vocations duenerthesdinancial support we receive from the Knights of St. Columbanus.
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PROMISE & RISK

Prayer for Priests |

ope Francis invites us to be courageous and to take a risk fc 3
D2RQa LINBYA&aS® | & NBOI alihgt| St John Vianney (1766-1659)
* simon and Andrew, and James and John (Mk-20)6 how Patron of Priests ]
ikKSe G221 GKS Nmxnal 27F | O0OSLIAy :
Pope Francis ecoments that Jesus first invites them to take the rigk God, please give
of leaving everything and following him, and then preesi that he | to Your Church today
gAftft YIF1S GKSY WFAAKSNE 27 Yéf!manymorepﬁests

" after Your own heart.

t 21JS CNJI y OA & pardly$is] o& rouiting® huzir welialk &n
386 OF dzAKG dad Ay { KA withRny kayf, nd 2 May they be

Gospel speaks of an encounter. Jesus walks by, sees those fishérn Worthy representatives

and walks up to thegh @ ¢KS alryY$S GKAy3 K[ ofChrist the Good Shep]lerd.
2dzNJ OF ff G2 LINRASa GVienid sugpfskdiby an Y May they wholeheartedly
encounter, and at that moment we glimpsed the promise of a %
capable of bringing fulfilment to our livasb ¥ @13 Thel
[2NRQa OFft A& y2i by Ay NHzaip  l0prayer and penance;
ry, it is the loving initiative whereby God encounters us and invites L be examples

to be part of a great undertaking. He opens before our eyes thie lor of humility and poverty:

zon of a greater sea and amandant catcld ¢ CNI yOA shining models of holiness;
Oty 06S y2 3aANBFGSNI 228 GKIyYy (2 . -
| 384 das SALISOALtte G(KS ezanaf urelessandpoweriul preachers
calls you to follow his path, do not pull your oars into the boat, Hut of the Word of God:
trust him. Do not yield to fear, which paralyses us before the gfee zealous dispensers

:2 devote themselves

heights to which the Lord points us. of Your grace in the sacraments.
May their loving devotion :
to Your Son Jesus
RESOURCES FOR VOONSISUNDAY in the Eucharist
and to Mary his Mother
The following resources have been made available in order ta-fgcil be th .ryf ;
tate promotion of Vocations on Vocations Sunday. e the twin lountains
of fruitiulness
Message of Pope Francis for their ministry.
Insert for Parish Newsletter or Bulletin
i Amen | Anasthaul /18
Homily Thoughts {
Homily (Fr. Willie Purcell)
Sample Prayers of the Faithful
Q

The National Office for Vocations are able to prepare and provide these resources for the promotion of vocations duenerthesdinancial support we receive from the Knights of St. Columbanus.



Dear friends, it is not always easy to discern ol
vocation and to steer our life in the right die
tion. Fa this reason, there needs to be &+
newed commitment on the part of the whole
Churcht priests, religious, pastoral workers
and educatorstto provide young people in
particular with opportunities for listening and
discernment. There is a need for a yohtminis-
try and a vocational promotion that can open
§Z A C 38} ] }JA E]JVP '} [* %ot
SZEIPPZ % E& C EU u ]S Sh}v
charistic adoration and spiritual accompan
ment.

--Pone Francis. World Dav of Praver for Vocations. 2(

MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS FOR THE 2019 WORLD DAY OF VOCATIONS

The courageto t a k e

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

After the lively and fruitful experience of the Synod devoted to
young people last October, we recently celebrated the Thirty
fourth World Youth Day in Panama Cifjhese two great events
allowedthe Church to be attentive both to the voice of the Spirit
and to the life of young men and women, their questions and
concerns, their prblems and their hopes.

Building on what | shared with the young people in Panama, |
would like to reflect, on this Wddt Day of Prayer for Vocations, on
K26 (KS [ 2 NRlgearer<of & ptomisahd] abthe dza
same time, asks of us tle®urage to take a riskvith him and for
him. I will do this by reflecting briefly with you on these twe-a
pects¢ promise and risk as they appear in the Gospel account of
the calling of the first digples by the sea of Galileblk 1:16-20).

Two pairs of brotherg Simon and Andrew, and James and John

are going about their daily tasks as fishermémthis demanding

work, they hal learned the laws of nature, yet at times, when the
winds were adverse and waves shook their boats, they had to defy
the elements. On some days, the catch of fish amply repaid their
STF2NIax odzi 2y 20KSNBRIX 'y Syda
fill their nets, and they had to return to shore weary and disa

pointed.

Much of life is like thatEach of us tries to realize his or her gee

est desires; we engage in activities that we hope will prove ksric
Ay3as YR ¢S Llzi 2 dziintReyhopk of étee S| £
ing the right course, one that will satisfy our thirst for happ

ness. Sometimes we enjoy a good catch, while at others, we need
courage to keep our boat from being tossed by the waves, or we
are frustrated at seeing our nets come up gy

a ri sk for Goddbés promise

As with every call, the Gospel speaks of an encourltesus walks
by, sees those fishermen, and walks up to therthe same thing
happened when we met the person we wanted to marry, or when
we first felt the attraction of a life of consecrationewvere su-
prised by an encounter, and at that moment we glimpsed the
promise of a joy capable of bringing fulfilment to our lives.

That day, by the sea of Galilee, Jesus drew near to those-fishe
YSys oOoNBI1Ay3a (KNP dzA KHoniilKi& thé LI NJ-
XXII World Day for Consecrated [ #d-ebruary 2018 And he

immedl 6§ Sfé& YIRS GKSY | LM&¥ok aSY 46
Y S y ¥k1:67).

¢KS [2NRQa OFff Aa yz2d |y AydNHz
aOF3aASé 2N I 0 dNRSopntrdng it iHtee lodirgNY S @

initiative whereby God encounters us and invites us to be part of a
great undertaking.He opers before our eyes the horizon of a
greater sea and an abundant catch.

God in fact desires that our lives not become banal and pradict

ble, mprisoned by daily routine, or uasponsive before decisions

that could give it meaningThe Lord does not want us live from

day to day, thinking that nothing is worth fighting for, slowlg-lo; OR
ing our cksire to set out on new and exiig paths.

LT G GavySa KS YI15a dza SELISNRS
cause he wants us to discover that each of us is cgliec vare-

ty of waysc to something grand, and that our lives should not

grow entangled in the nets of an ennui that dulls the heart.

Every vocation is a summons not to stand on the shore, nets in
hand, but to follow Jesus on the path he has markedfouus, for
our own happiness and for the good of those around us.


http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/homilies/2018/documents/papa-francesco_20180202_omelia-vita-consacrata.html
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/homilies/2018/documents/papa-francesco_20180202_omelia-vita-consacrata.html

