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November Remembrance Service
Before the Remembrance Service
Requirements:
· A branch of a tree, with lots of little branches is planted upright in a bucket of sand. 

· A selection of leaves cut out in card[orange, brown, yellow, green] with a string on them so that they can be tied to the tree...

· Pens

· Large candle

Prayer Leader and Readers:
· Prepare the sanctuary area – place adequate seating in front of the altar
· Practise the service beforehand – listen to one another read, learn what is needed for each of you to be heard in  your church, pray the service through to the end together

· Decide who will be available to people as they arrive so that they receive an outline of the prayer and also to give them a leaf on which to write the names of their dead

Sacred Space

Place the bucket with the branch in it centrally, so that all may come forward to place their leaf on the branch.....
As people arrive, invite them to take a leaf and to write the names of their loved ones who have died on the leaf.....then invite them to tie it to any branch of the tree........

Possible hymns:
Lead kindly light – Canaimís 103
The King of love – Canaimís 186
The Cloud’s Veil – Canaimís 53

Bí Íosa im’ chroíse – Canaimís 31
Be thou my vision – Canaimís 28
Introductory Rite 
Procession:

Procession of the Prayer Leader and Readers during the opening hymn.

Leader:
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
All:

Amen

Leader:
Today we take time to remember those whom we’ve met on life’s journey and who have now passed on to eternal life.  We may be remembering someone very dear to us – a mother, father, brother or sister, a grandparent, a daughter or son, a dear friend or relation......and we may also call to mind people who walked alongside us in life’s journey for only a brief time, but who touched our lives deeply........we remember those who have died during the past year, and all our loved ones who have died....
Lighting of the Candle
Candle Bearer: 

This person carries a large candle and places it close to the Remembrance

tree with all the names hanging on it......

Reader 1:
Lord Jesus, you said, ‘I am the Light of the World’. 

As we light this candle, 

we ask that your light will shine on all those who have died....

May they be bathed always in the light of your love and grace, 

and come to eternal life with you.
All:

Amen
Candle Bearer now lights the candle

Opening Prayer

Leader:
Loving God, you are close to those who call on you. 


Be with us, 

as we mourn the loss of family and friends. 

Comfort us by your promise of eternal life.

We make this prayer through Christ our Lord.

All:

Amen

Liturgy of the Word

Reader 2:
A reading from St. Paul’s letter to the Romans 

(14:7-9)
None of us lives for oneself, and no one dies for oneself. 
For if we live, we live for the Lord, 
and if we die, we die for the Lord; 
so then, whether we live or die, 
we are the Lord’s. 
For this is why Christ died and came to life, 
that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living.

The word of the Lord
Responsorial Psalm 

Response: The Lord is my shepherd, there is nothing I shall want.

Reader 3:
The Lord is my Shepherd, there is nothing I shall want. 
Fresh and green are the pastures 
where he gives me repose. 
Near restful waters he leads me, 
to revive my drooping spirit. R/
He guides me along the right path, 
he is true to his name.
If I should walk in the valley of darkness, 
no evil would I fear.
You are there with your crook and your staff, 
with these you give me comfort. R/

You have prepared a banquet for me 
in the sight of my foes.
My head you have anointed with oil, 
my cup is overflowing. R/

Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me 
all the days of my life.
In the Lord's own house shall I dwell, 
for ever and ever. R/
 


Gospel Acclamation

Sung:
Alleluia, Alleluia!
Reader 3:
It is my Father’s will, says the Lord, 
that whoever believes in the Son shall have eternal life, 
and that I shall raise him up on the last day.
Alleluia!

Reader 4:
Let us listen to the holy Gospel according to John  (14:1-3)
Do not let your hearts be troubled. 

You trust in God, trust also in me. 

In my Father's house there are many places to live in; 

otherwise I would have told you. 

I am going now to prepare a place for you, 

and after I have gone and prepared you a place, 

I shall return to take you to myself, 

so that you may be with me where I am.

Ritual 

Prayer Leader: 
Let us now take a moment to remember in silence 

our loved ones who have died:
All turn towards the tree bearing all the names of those who have died 

and pray during a minute’s silence
Prayer Leader:
We remember those who died during the winter months..in  November ......PAUSE...during the month of December... PAUSE...those who died in January.. PAUSE....
...we remember those who died in Springtime....in February.......PAUSE.. ......in March.. ....PAUSE........in April....... PAUSE.....
we call to mind those who died during the summer months... May... PAUSE.....June..... PAUSE..... July... PAUSE.....

we pray for those who died in autumn time....in August.... PAUSE.....in September..... PAUSE....in October....... PAUSE
Reflection:

Reader 1:
At the rising of the sun and at its going down
All:

We remember them.
Reader 1:
At the blowing of the wind and in the chill of winter
All:

We remember them.
Reader 1:
At the opening of the buds and in the rebirth of spring
All:

We remember them.
Reader 1:
At the blueness of the skies and in the warmth of summer
All:

We remember them.
Reader 1:
At the rustling of the leaves and in the beauty of autumn
All:

We remember them.
Reader 1:
At the beginning of the year and when it ends
All:

We remember them.
Reader 1:
As long as we live, they too will live;

for they are now a part of us
as we remember them.
Adapted from © Jewish Prayer Book/ Sylvan Kamens & Rabbi Jack Riemer
Prayer Leader:
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord
All:


And let perpetual light shine upon them.
Prayer Leader:
May the souls of the faithful departed 

through the mercy of God rest in peace.

All:


Amen
Prayer of the Faithful

Prayer Leader: Let us ask God to hear the prayers of our hearts:

Reader 5:
For all the people we know and love who have died and whom we remember today. 


     
Lord, hear us.
Reader 5:
For all who are sad and in mourning because of a loved one’s death. May they experience comfort and support in their Christian community.  

   
Lord, hear us.
Reader 5:
For all who have died a violent death – May they now know the peace of Christ. 




Lord, hear us.
Reader 5:
For all people who are dying at this time. May they experience the presence of Christ with them.

Lord, hear us 

Reader 5:
For all people, that we may savour the gift of life given to us by God our Creator.            


Lord, hear us.
Reader 5: 
For our own intentions...... 


Lord, hear us.
Prayer Leader:
God our protector, 

hear the prayers we make to you in hope: 

May the Spirit of God 

open our hearts and ears to one another.

We make this prayer through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All:


Amen

Prayer Leader:
Conscious that we are all sisters and brothers of one another and of Jesus, together we say: Our Father.....
Final Prayer:

Prayer Leader:
God, we believe in your tender love for us.

Give comfort and strength to those who mourn today.

Take away any feeling of guilt 

and ease the burden of regret.

Keep them in your care and help them

to renew their lives in a spirit of trust.

We ask this in faith, through Christ, Our Lord.  

All:


Amen

Prayer Leader:
invokes God’s blessing and crosses herself/himself, saying:

May the almighty and merciful God bless and protect us, 

the Father, and the Son and the Holy Spirit.

All:


Amen.

Final Hymn 

 
Procession leaves the sanctuary and goes to the sacristy

�








