Nor is there much place for patience in this age of the Internet, as space
and time vyield to an ever-present “now”. Were we still able to
contemplate creation with a sense of awe, we might better understand
the importance of patience. We could appreciate the changes of the
seasons and their harvests, observe the life of animals and their cycles
of growth, and enjoy the clarity of vision of Saint Francis. In his Canticle
of the Creatures, written exactly eight hundred years ago, Francis saw
all creation as a great family and could call the sun his “brother” and the
moon his “sister”. [2] A renewed appreciation of the value of patience
could only prove beneficial for ourselves and for others. Saint Paul often
speaks of patience in the context of our need for perseverance and
confident trust in God’s promises. Yet, before all else, he testifies to
God’s own patience, as “the God of all patience and encouragement” (
Rom 15:5). Patience, one of the fruits of the Holy Spirit, sustains our
hope and strengthens it as a virtue and a way of life. May we learn to pray
frequently for the grace of patience, which is both the daughter of hope
and at the same time its firm foundation.

Reflective Questions to help stimulate a conversation on the text.

1.What resonated or supported my own thinking?

2.What challenged my way of thinking?

3.What piqued my interest?

4. What questions do | have?

5. How has my understanding of Hope being changed by my reading

of this text?
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Introduction:

1. SPES NON CONFUNDIT. “Hope does not disappoint” (Rom 5:5). Inthe
spirit of hope, the Apostle Paul addressed these words of
encouragement to the Christian community of Rome. Hope is also the
central message of the coming Jubilee that, in accordance with an
ancient tradition, the Pope proclaims every twenty-five years. My
thoughts turn to all those pilgrims of hope who will travel to Rome in
order to experience the Holy Year and to all those others who, though
unable to visit the City of the Apostles Peter and Paul, will celebrate itin
their local Churches. For everyone, may the Jubilee be a moment of
genuine, personal encounter with the Lord Jesus, the “door” (cf. Jn
10:7.9) of our salvation, whom the Church is charged to proclaim
always, everywhere and to all as “our hope” (1 Tim 1:1).

Everyone knows what it is to hope. In the heart of each person, hope
dwells as the desire and expectation of good things to come, despite our
not knowing what the future may bring. Even so, uncertainty about the
future may at times give rise to conflicting feelings, ranging from
confident trust to apprehensiveness, from serenity to anxiety, from firm
conviction to hesitation and doubt. Often we come across people who
are discouraged, pessimistic and cynical about the future, as if nothing
could possibly bring them happiness. For all of us, may the Jubilee be an
opportunity to be renewed in hope. God’s word helps us find reasons for
that hope. Taking it as our guide, let us return to the message that the
Apostle Paul wished to communicate to the Christians of Rome.



A word of hope

2. “Since we are justified through faith, we have peace with God through
our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have obtained access to this
grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing in the glory
of God... Hope does not disappoint, because God’s love has been
poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us”
(Rom 5:1-2.5). In this passage, Saint Paul gives us much to reflect upon.
We know that the Letter to the Romans marked a decisive turning point
in his work of evangelization. Until then, he had carried out his activity in
the eastern part of the Empire, but now he turns to Rome and all that
Rome meant in the eyes of the world. Before him lay a great challenge,
which he took up for the sake of preaching the Gospel, which knows no
barriers or confines. The Church of Rome was not founded by Paul, yet
he felt impelled to hasten there in order to bring to everyone the Gospel
of Jesus Christ, crucified and risen from the dead, a message of hope
that fulfils the ancient promises, leads to glory and, grounded in love,
does not disappoint.

3. Hope is born of love and based on the love springing from the pierced
heart of Jesus upon the cross: “For if while we were enemies, we were
reconciled to God through the death of his Son, much more surely,
having been reconciled, will we be saved by his life” (Rom 5:19). That life
becomes manifest in our own life of faith, which begins with Baptism,
develops in openness to God’s grace and is enlivened by a hope
constantly renewed and confirmed by the working of the Holy Spirit.

By his perennial presence in the life of the pilgrim Church, the Holy Spirit
illumines all believers with the light of hope. He keeps that light burning,
like an ever-burning lamp, to sustain and invigorate our lives. Christian
hope does not deceive or disappoint because it is grounded in the

certainty that nothing and no one may ever separate us from God’s love:
“Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Hardship, or distress, or
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril or the sword? No, in all
these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.
Forlam convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor
things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth,
nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love
of God in Christ Jesus our Lord” ( Rom 8:35.37-39). Here we see the
reason why this hope perseveres in the midst of trials: founded on faith
and nurtured by charity, it enables us to press forward in life. As Saint
Augustine observes: “Whatever our state of life, we cannot live without
these three dispositions of the soul, namely, to believe, to hope and to
love”. [1]

4. Saint Paulis a realist. He knows that life has its joys and sorrows, that
love is tested amid trials, and that hope can falter in the face of suffering.
Even so, he canwrite: “We boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering
produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and
character produces hope” (Rom 5:3-4). For the Apostle, trials and
tribulations mark the lives of those who preach the Gospel amid
incomprehension and persecution (cf. 2 Cor 6:3-10). Yet in those very
contexts, beyond the darkness we glimpse a light: we come to realize
that evangelization is sustained by the power flowing from Christ’s cross
and resurrection. In this way, we learn to practise a virtue closely linked
to hope, namely patience. In our fast-paced world, we are used to
wanting everything now. We no longer have time simply to be with
others; even families find it hard to get together and enjoy one another’s
company. Patience has been put to flight by frenetic haste, and this has
proved detrimental, since it leads to impatience, anxiety and even
gratuitous violence, resulting in more unhappiness and self-
centredness.



