
be taken by a suitably designated delegate. A pilgrimage that sets out from 
a church chosen for the collectio and then proceeds to the cathedral can 
serve to symbolize the journey of hope that, illumined by the word of God, 
unites all the faithful. In the course of this pilgrimage, passages from the 
present Document can be read, along with the announcement of the 
Jubilee Indulgence to be gained in accordance with the prescriptions found 
in the ritual indications mentioned above. The Holy Year will conclude in the 
particular Churches on Sunday, 28 December 2025; in the course of the 
year, every effort should be made to enable the People of God to participate 
fully in its proclamation of hope in God’s grace and in the signs that attest 
to its efficacy. 
 
The Ordinary Jubilee will conclude with the closing of the Holy Door in the 
Papal Basilica of Saint Peter in the Vatican on 6 January 2026, the Solemnity 
of the Epiphany of the Lord. During the Holy Year, may the light of Christian 
hope illumine every man and woman, as a message of God’s love 
addressed to all! And may the Church bear faithful witness to this message 
in every part of the world! 
 
Reflective Questions to help stimulate a conversation on the text. 
  
1.What resonated or supported my own thinking? 
2.What challenged my way of thinking? 
3.What piqued my interest? 
4. What questions do I have? 
5. How has my understanding of Hope being changed by my reading of 

this text?  
 

“Hope does not disappoint” 

Pope Francis reflection for the Jubilee Year  

Guided Reading Resource.  

Week 2 

A journey of hope 
 
5. This interplay of hope and patience makes us see clearly that the 
Christian life is a journey calling for moments of greater intensity to 
encourage and sustain hope as the constant companion that guides our 
steps towards the goal of our encounter with the Lord Jesus. I like to think 
that the proclamation of the first Jubilee, in the year 1300, was preceded by 
a journey of grace inspired by popular spirituality. How can we fail to recall 
the various ways by which the grace of forgiveness had been poured out 
upon God’s holy and faithful People? We are reminded, for example, of the 
great “Pardon” that Saint Celestine V granted to all those who visited the 
Basilica of Santa Maria di Collemaggio in Aquila on the 28th and 29th days 
of August 1294, six years before Pope Boniface VIII instituted the Holy Year. 
The Church was already experiencing the grace of the Jubilee as an 
outpouring of divine mercy. Even earlier, in 1216, Pope Honorius III granted 
the plea of Saint Francis for an indulgence for all those visiting the 
Porziuncola on the first two days of August. The same can be said of the 
pilgrimage to Santiago de Compostela: in 1222, Pope Callistus II allowed 
the Jubilee to be celebrated there whenever the Feast of the Apostle James 
fell on a Sunday. It is good that such “dispersed” celebrations of the Jubilee 
continue, so that the power of God’s forgiveness can support and 
accompany communities and individuals on their pilgrim way. 
 
Pilgrimage is of course a fundamental element of every Jubilee event. 
Setting out on a journey is traditionally associated with our human quest for 
meaning in life. A pilgrimage on foot is a great aid for rediscovering the value 
of silence, effort and simplicity of life. In the coming year, pilgrims of hope 
will surely travel the ancient and more modern routes in order to experience 



the Jubilee to the full. In Rome itself, along with the usual visits to the 
catacombs and the Seven Churches, other itineraries of faith will be 
proposed. Journeying from one country to another as if borders no longer 
mattered, and passing from one city to another in contemplating the beauty 
of creation and masterpieces of art, we learn to treasure the richness of 
different experiences and cultures, and are inspired to lift up that beauty, in 
prayer, to God, in thanksgiving for his wondrous works. The Jubilee 
Churches along the pilgrimage routes and in the city of Rome can serve as 
oases of spirituality and places of rest on the pilgrimage of faith, where we 
can drink from the wellsprings of hope, above all by approaching the 
sacrament of Reconciliation, the essential starting-point of any true journey 
of conversion. In the particular Churches, special care should be taken to 
prepare priests and the faithful to celebrate the sacrament of Confession 
and to make it readily available in its individual form. 
 
In a particular way, I would like to invite the faithful of the Eastern Churches, 
particularly those already in full communion with the Successor of Peter, to 
take part in this pilgrimage. They have suffered greatly, often even unto 
death, for their fidelity to Christ and the Church, and so they should feel 
themselves especially welcome in this City of Rome that is also their 
Mother and cherishes so many memories of their presence. The Catholic 
Church, enriched by their ancient liturgies and the theology and spirituality 
of their Fathers, monks and theologians, wants to give symbolic expression 
to its embrace of them and their Orthodox brothers and sisters in these 
times when they endure their own Way of the Cross, often forced by 
violence and instability to leave their homelands, their holy lands, for safer 
places. For them, the hope born of the knowledge that they are loved by the 
Church, which does not abandon them but follows them wherever they go, 
will make the symbolism of the Jubilee all the more powerful. 
 
 
 
 

 
6. The Holy Year of 2025 is itself in continuity with preceding celebrations of 
grace. In the last Ordinary Jubilee, we crossed the threshold of two 
millennia from the birth of Jesus Christ. Then, on 13 March 2015, I 
proclaimed an Extraordinary Jubilee for the sake of making known and 
encouraging an encounter with the “merciful face of God”, [3] the core 
message of the Gospel for every man and woman of every time and place. 
Now the time has come for a new Jubilee, when once more the Holy Door 
will be flung open to invite everyone to an intense experience of the love of 
God that awakens in hearts the sure hope of salvation in Christ. The Holy 
Year will also guide our steps towards yet another fundamental celebration 
for all Christians: 2033 will mark the two thousandth anniversary of the 
redemption won by the passion, death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus. 
We are about to make a pilgrimage marked by great events, in which the 
grace of God precedes and accompanies his people as they press forward 
firm in faith, active in charity and steadfast in hope (cf. 1 Thess 1:3) . 
 
Sustained by this great tradition, and certain that the Jubilee Year will be for 
the entire Church a lively experience of grace and hope, I hereby decree that 
the Holy Door of the Basilica of Saint Peter in the Vatican will be opened on 
24 December 2024, thus inaugurating the Ordinary Jubilee. On the following 
Sunday, 29 December 2024, I will open the Holy Door of my cathedral, Saint 
John Lateran, which on 9 November this year will celebrate the 1700th 
anniversary of its dedication. Then, on 1 January 2025, the Solemnity of 
Mary, Mother of God, the Holy Door of the Papal Basilica of Saint Mary Major 
will be opened. Finally, Sunday, 5 January 2025, will mark the opening of the 
Holy Door of the Papal Basilica of Saint Paul Outside the Walls. These last 
three Holy Doors will be closed on Sunday, 28 December 2025. 
 
I further decree that on Sunday, 29 December 2024, in every cathedral and 
co-cathedral, diocesan bishops are to celebrate Holy Mass as the solemn 
opening of the Jubilee Year, using the ritual indications that will be provided 
for that occasion. For celebrations in co-cathedrals, the bishop’s place can 


