Inclusive attention should also be given to all those in particularly difficult
situations, who experience their own weaknesses and limitations,
especially those affected by illnesses or disabilities that severely restrict
their personal independence and freedom. Care given to them is a hymn to
human dignity, a song of hope that calls for the choral participation of
society as a whole.

12. Signs of hope are also needed by those who are the very embodiment of
hope, namely, the young. Sadly, they often see their dreams and
aspirations frustrated. We must not disappoint them, for the future
depends on their enthusiasm. It is gratifying to see the energy they
demonstrate, for example, by rolling up their sleeves and volunteering to
help when disasters strike and people are in need. Yetitis sad to see young
people who are without hope, who face an uncertain and unpromising
future, who lack employment or job security, or realistic prospects after
finishing school. Without the hope that their dreams can come true, they
will inevitably grow discouraged and listless. Escaping into drugs, risk-
taking and the pursuit of momentary pleasure does greater harm to them in
particular, since it closes them to life’s beauty and richness, and can lead
to depression and even self-destructive actions. For this reason, the Jubilee
should inspire the Church to make greater efforts to reach out to them. With
renewed passion, let us demonstrate care and concern for adolescents,
students and young couples, the rising generation. Let us draw close to the
young, for they are the joy and hope of the Church and of the world!

Reflective Questions to help stimulate a conversation on the text.
1.What resonated or supported my own thinking?

2.What challenged my way of thinking?

3.What piqued my interest?

4. What questions do | have?

5. How has my understanding of hope changed by my reading of this

text?
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Signs of hope

7. In addition to finding hope in God’s grace, we are also called to discover
hope in the signs of the times that the Lord gives us. As the Second Vatican
Council observed: “In every age, the Church has the responsibility of
reading the signs of the times and interpreting them in the light of the
Gospel. In this way, in language adapted to every generation, she can
respond to people’s persistent questions about the meaning of this present
life and of the life to come, and how one is related to the other”. [4] We need
to recognize the immense goodness present in our world, lest we be
tempted to think ourselves overwhelmed by evil and violence. The signs of
the times, which include the yearning of human hearts in need of God’s
saving presence, ought to become signs of hope.

8. The first sign of hope should be the desire for peace in our world, which
once more finds itself immersed in the tragedy of war. Heedless of the
horrors of the past, humanity is confronting yet another ordeal, as many
peoples are prey to brutality and violence. What does the future hold for
those peoples, who have already endured so much? How is it possible that
their desperate plea for help is not motivating world leaders to resolve the
numerous regional conflicts in view of their possible consequences at the
global level? Is it too much to dream that arms can fall silent and cease to
rain down destruction and death? May the Jubilee remind us that those who
are peacemakers will be called “children of God” (Mt 5:9). The need for
peace challenges us all, and demands that concrete steps be taken. May
diplomacy be tireless in its commitment to seek, with courage and
creativity, every opportunity to undertake negotiations aimed at a lasting
peace.



9. Looking to the future with hope also entails having enthusiasm for life and
areadinessto share it. Sadly, in many situations this is lacking. A first effect
of this is the loss of the desire to transmit life. A number of countries are
experiencing an alarming decline in the birthrate as a result of today’s
frenetic pace, fears about the future, the lack of job security and adequate
social policies, and social models whose agenda is dictated by the quest
for profit rather than concern for relationships. In certain quarters, the
tendency “to blame population growth, instead of extreme and selective
consumerism on the part of some, is one way of refusing to face the [real]
issues”. [5]

Openness to life and responsible parenthood is the design that the Creator
has implanted in the hearts and bodies of men and women, a mission that
the Lord has entrusted to spouses and to their love. It is urgent that
responsible legislation on the part of states be accompanied by the firm
support of communities of believers and the entire civilcommunity in all its
components. For the desire of young people to give birth to new sons and
daughters as a sign of the fruitfulness of their love ensures a future for every
society. This is a matter of hope: itis born of hope and it generates hope.

Consequently, the Christian community should be at the forefront in
pointing out the need for a social covenant to support and foster hope, one
that is inclusive and not ideological, working for a future filled with the
laughter of babies and children, in order to fillthe empty cradles in so many
parts of our world. All of us, however, need to recover the joy of living, since
men and women, created in the image and likeness of God (cf. Gen 1:26),
cannotrest contentwith getting along one day at a time, settling for the here
and now and seeking fulfilment in material realities alone. This leads to a
narrow individualism and the loss of hope; it gives rise to a sadness that
lodges in the heart and brings forth fruits of discontent and intolerance.

10. During the Holy Year, we are called to be tangible signs of hope for those
of our brothers and sisters who experience hardships of any kind. | think of

prisoners who, deprived of their freedom, daily feel the harshness of
detention and its restrictions, lack of affection and, in more than a few
cases, lack of respect for their persons. | propose that in this Jubilee Year
governments undertake initiatives aimed at restoring hope; forms of
amnesty or pardon meant to help individuals regain confidence in
themselves and in society; and programmes of reintegration in the
community, including a concrete commitment to respect for law.

This is an ancient appeal, one drawn from the word of God, whose wisdom
remains ever timely. It calls for acts of clemency and liberation that enable
new beginnings: “You shall hallow the fiftieth year and you shall proclaim
liberty throughout the land to allits inhabitants” (Lev 25:10). This institution
of the Mosaic law was later taken up by the prophet Isaiah: “The Lord has
sent meto bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives and release to the prisoners, to proclaim
the year of the Lord’s favour” ( Is 61:1-2). Jesus made those words his own
at the beginning of his ministry, presenting himself as the fulfilment of the
“year of the Lord’s favour” (cf. Lk 4:18-19). In every part of the world,
believers, and their Pastors in particular, should be one in demanding
dignified conditions for those in prison, respect for their human rights and
above all the abolition of the death penalty, a provision at odds with
Christian faith and one that eliminates all hope of forgiveness and
rehabilitation. [6] In order to offer prisoners a concrete sign of closeness, |
would myself like to open a Holy Door in a prison, as a sign inviting prisoners
to look to the future with hope and a renewed sense of confidence.

11. Signs of hope should also be shown to the sick, at home or in hospital.
Their sufferings can be allayed by the closeness and affection of those who
visit them. Works of mercy are also works of hope that give rise to immense
gratitude. Gratitude should likewise be shown to all those healthcare
workers who, often in precarious conditions, carry out their mission with
constant care and concern for the sick and for those who are most
vulnerable.



