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Signs of hope — part 2

12. Signs of hope are also needed by those who are the very embodiment
of hope, namely, the young. Sadly, they often see their dreams and
aspirations frustrated. We must not disappoint them, for the future
depends on their enthusiasm. It is gratifying to see the energy they
demonstrate, for example, by rolling up their sleeves and volunteering
to help when disasters strike and people are in need. Yet it is sad to see
young people who are without hope, who face an uncertain and
unpromising future, who lack employment or job security, or realistic
prospects after finishing school. Without the hope that their dreams can
come true, they will inevitably grow discouraged and listless. Escaping
into drugs, risk-taking and the pursuit of momentary pleasure does
greater harm to them in particular, since it closes them to life’s beauty
and richness, and can lead to depression and even self-destructive
actions. For this reason, the Jubilee should inspire the Church to make
greater efforts to reach out to them. With renewed passion, let us
demonstrate care and concern for adolescents, students and young
couples, the rising generation. Let us draw close to the young, for they
are the joy and hope of the Church and of the world!

13. Signs of hope should also be present for migrants who leave their
homelands behind in search of a better life for themselves and for their
families. Their expectations must not be frustrated by prejudice and
rejection. A spirit of welcome, which embraces everyone with respect
for his or her dignity, should be accompanied by a sense of
responsibility, lest anyone be denied the right to a dignified existence.



Exiles, displaced persons and refugees, whom international tensions
force to emigrate in order to avoid war, violence and discrimination,
ought to be guaranteed security and access to employment and
education, the means they need to find their place in a new social
context.

May the Christian community always be prepared to defend the rights of
those who are most vulnerable, opening wide its doors to welcome
them, lest anyone ever be robbed of the hope of a better future. May the
Lord’s words in the great parable of the Last Judgement always find an
echo in our hearts: “l was a stranger and you welcomed me” for “just as
you did it to one of the least of these my brothers and sisters, you did it
to me” (Mt 25:35.40).

14. The elderly, who frequently feel lonely and abandoned, also deserve
sighs of hope. Esteem for the treasure that they are, their life
experiences, their accumulated wisdom and the contribution that they
can still make, is incumbent on the Christian community and civil
society, which are called to cooperate in strengthening the covenant
between generations.

Here | would also mention grandparents, who represent the passing on
of faith and wisdom to the younger generation. May they find supportin
the gratitude of their children and the love of their grandchildren, who
discover in them their roots and a source of understanding and
encouragement.

15. lask with all my heartthat hope be granted to the billions of the poor,
who often lack the essentials of life. Before the constant tide of new
forms of impoverishment, we can easily grow inured and resigned. Yet
we must not close our eyes to the dramatic situations that we now
encounter all around us, not only in certain parts of the world. Each day

we meet people who are poor or impoverished; they may even be our
next-door neighbours. Often they are homeless or lack sufficient food
for the day. They suffer from exclusion and indifference on the part of
many. Itis scandalous that in a world possessed of immense resources,
destined largely to producing weapons, the poor continue to be “the
majority of the planet’s population, billions of people. These days they
are mentioned in international political and economic discussions, but
one often has the impression that their problems are brought up as an
afterthought, a question which gets added almost out of duty or in a
tangential way, if not treated merely as collateral damage. Indeed, when
allis said and done, they frequently remain at the bottom of the pile”. [7]
Let us not forget: the poor are almost always the victims, not the ones to
blame.

Reflective Questions to help stimulate a conversation on the text.

1.What resonated or supported my own thinking?

2.What challenged my way of thinking?

3.What piqued my interest?

4. What questions do | have?

5. How has my understanding of hope changed by my reading of this

text?



