
22. Another reality having to do with eternal life is God’s judgement, both at 
the end of our individual lives and at the end of history. Artists have often 
attempted to portray it – here we can think of Michelangelo’s magnum opus 
in the Sistine Chapel – in accordance with the theological vision of their 
times and with the aim of inspiring a sense of awe in the viewer. We should 
indeed prepare ourselves consciously and soberly for the moment when 
our lives will be judged, but we must always do this from the standpoint of 
hope, the theological virtue that sustains our lives and shields them from 
groundless fear. The judgement of God, who is love (cf. 1 Jn 4:8.16), will 
surely be based on love, and in particular on all that we have done or failed 
to do with regard to those in need, in whose midst Christ, the Judge himself, 
is present (cf. Mt 25:31-46). Clearly, then, we are speaking of a judgement 
unlike any handed down by human, earthly tribunals; it should be 
understood as a rapport of truth with the God who is love and with oneself, 
within the unfathomable mystery of divine mercy. Sacred Scripture states: 
“You have taught your people that the righteous must be kind, and you have 
filled your children with good hope, because you give repentance for sins, 
so that… when we are judged, we may expect mercy” ( Wis 12:19.22). In the 
words of Benedict XVI: “At the moment of judgement we experience and we 
absorb the overwhelming power of his love over all the evil in the world and 
in ourselves. The pain of love becomes our salvation and our joy”. [17] 
 
Reflective Questions to help stimulate a conversation on the text.  
1.What resonated or supported my own thinking? 

2.What challenged my way of thinking? 

3.What piqued my interest? 

4. What questions do I have? 

5. How has my understanding of hope changed by my reading of this 

text? 

“Hope does not disappoint” 
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Anchored in hope 
 
18. Hope, together with faith and charity, makes up the triptych of the 
“theological virtues” that express the heart of the Christian life (cf. 1 Cor 
13:13; 1 Thess 1:3). In their inseparable unity, hope is the virtue that, so to 
speak, gives inward direction and purpose to the life of believers. For this 
reason, the Apostle Paul encourages us to “rejoice in hope, be patient in 
suffering, and persevere in prayer” (Rom 12:12). Surely we need to “abound 
in hope” (cf. Rom 15:13), so that we may bear credible and attractive 
witness to the faith and love that dwell in our hearts; that our faith may be 
joyful and our charity enthusiastic; and that each of us may be able to offer 
a smile, a small gesture of friendship, a kind look, a ready ear, a good deed, 
in the knowledge that, in the Spirit of Jesus, these can become, for those 
who receive them, rich seeds of hope. Yet what is the basis of our hope? To 
understand this, let us stop and reflect on “the reasons for our hope” (cf. 1 
Pet 3:15). 
 
19. “I believe in life everlasting”. [12] So our faith professes. Christian hope 
finds in these words an essential foundation. For hope is “that theological 
virtue by which we desire… eternal life as our happiness”. [13] The Second 
Vatican Council says of hope that, “when people are deprived of this divine 
support, and lack hope in eternal life, their dignity is deeply impaired, as 
may so often be seen today. The problems of life and death, of guilt and 
suffering, remain unsolved, so that people are frequently thrown into 
despair”. [14] We, however, by virtue of the hope in which we were saved, 
can view the passage of time with the certainty that the history of humanity 
and our own individual history are not doomed to a dead end or a dark 
abyss, but directed to an encounter with the Lord of glory. As a result, we 
live our lives in expectation of his return and in the hope of living forever in 



him. In this spirit, we make our own the heartfelt prayer of the first 
Christians with which sacred Scripture ends: “Come, Lord Jesus!” ( Rev 
22:20). 
 
20. The death and resurrection of Jesus is the heart of our faith and the basis 
of our hope. Saint Paul states this succinctly by the use of four verbs: “I 
handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received, that 
Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, and that he was 
buried, and that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the 
Scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas and then to the twelve” ( 1 Cor 
15:3-5). Christ died, was buried, was raised and appeared. For our sake, 
Jesus experienced the drama of death. The Father’s love raised him in the 
power of the Spirit, and made of his humanity the first fruits of our eternal 
salvation. Christian hope consists precisely in this: that in facing death, 
which appears to be the end of everything, we have the certainty that, 
thanks to the grace of Christ imparted to us in Baptism, “life is changed, not 
ended”, [15] forever. Buried with Christ in Baptism, we receive in his 
resurrection the gift of a new life that breaks down the walls of death, 
making it a passage to eternity. 
 
The reality of death, as a painful separation from those dearest to us, 
cannot be mitigated by empty rhetoric. The Jubilee, however, offers us the 
opportunity to appreciate anew, and with immense gratitude, the gift of the 
new life that we have received in Baptism, a life capable of transfiguring 
death’s drama. It is worth reflecting, in the context of the Jubilee, on how 
that mystery has been understood from the earliest centuries of the 
Church’s life. An example would be the tradition of building baptismal fonts 
in the shape of an octagon, as seen in many ancient baptisteries, like that 
of Saint John Lateran in Rome. This was intended to symbolize that Baptism 
is the dawn of the “eighth day”, the day of the resurrection, a day that 
transcends the normal, weekly passage of time, opening it to the dimension 
of eternity and to life everlasting: the goal to which we tend on our earthly 
pilgrimage (cf. Rom 6:22). 
 

The most convincing testimony to this hope is provided by the martyrs. 
Steadfast in their faith in the risen Christ, they renounced life itself here 
below, rather than betray their Lord. Martyrs, as confessors of the life that 
knows no end, are present and numerous in every age, and perhaps even 
more so in our own day. We need to treasure their testimony, in order to 
confirm our hope and allow it to bear good fruit. 
 
The martyrs, coming as they do from different Christian traditions, are also 
seeds of unity, expressions of the ecumenism of blood. I greatly hope that 
the Jubilee will also include ecumenical celebrations as a way of 
highlighting the richness of the testimony of these martyrs. 
 
21. What, then, will become of us after death? With Jesus, beyond this 
threshold we will find eternal life, consisting in full communion with God as 
we forever contemplate and share in his infinite love. All that we now 
experience in hope, we shall then see in reality. We are reminded of the 
words of Saint Augustine: “When I am one with you in all my being, there 
will be no more pain and toil; my life shall be true life, a life wholly filled by 
you”. [16] What will characterize this fullness of communion? Being happy. 
Happiness is our human vocation, a goal to which all aspire. 
 
But what is happiness? What is the happiness that we await and desire? 
Not some fleeting pleasure, a momentary satisfaction that, once 
experienced, keeps us longing for more, in a desperate quest that leaves 
our hearts unsated and increasingly empty. We aspire to a happiness that 
is definitively found in the one thing that can bring us fulfilment, which is 
love. Thus, we will be able to say even now: I am loved, therefore I exist; and 
I will live forever in the love that does not disappoint, the love from which 
nothing can ever separate me. Let us listen once more to the words of the 
Apostle: “I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of 
God in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom 8:38-39). 
 


